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On the Grid: Special
Climate Week Edition!

Mary Sagatelova

All,

Welcome back to On the Grid, Third Way’s bi-weekly newsletter, where we’ll

recap how we’re working to deploy every clean energy technology as

quickly and affordably as possible. We’re breaking our usual bi-weekly

schedule to bring you a special update from NYC Climate Week!

We’re excited to have you join us! 
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Rising energy costs are reshaping the debate over America’s energy future.

Electricity prices are climbing faster than inflation and will keep rising

through at least 2026. Over 100 gas and electric utility companies have

already raised or proposed higher rates. The majority of Americans (62%)

say their utility bills are higher than they were a year ago.

But instead of offering relief, Washington is pushing an agenda that will

drive costs up even further–blocking new energy projects, raising taxes on

clean technologies, cutting investments to upgrade our aging electrical

grid, and ignoring the pressing gas turbine backlog slowing natural gas

deployment. They’re deciding which technologies win and lose in the

energy sector, and working Americans are paying the price. Building more

clean energy is essential to lowering costs, strengthening reliability, and

securing America’s energy future. 

Our public opinion polling finds that, when it comes to energy, Americans

are very concerned about the basics: 

Big Energy Concerns: Our research shows Americans' top concerns for

the energy sector are independence (62%), reliability (52%), and low

costs (40%). They want to be confident that the lights will come on

when they flip the switch and that their utility bills will remain

affordable. 

https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PH63m2nnW7lCdLW6lZ3lgW51QTNv10S_5wW1Vsx1z79989nVD8-D_8-1chtW4W4Z1X66VGgRW1Wc13K2TnmHgW4DM5Kj5NMLK0VHn0Fy2WJvmmW7QF3XT23nHTSW7z-2kb8YmxhcN76whkKN6ndJN2kqJQJCTHmxW24K7zd6wbzd-N8m47rvSBSwXW26flMR8MSGwzW7jrvQd13D_qWW2QTSJp7QKL-4W3V1hbW2bbD-4W2W0s5d95Jrz1W55PJyp8XDcNHW7NhBRh68Rl_VW21TNnX7w3HRKW6T5G2m16RHy2W5xgvZs8rBNfpW8LTL3d99Qwl2f4mGYpl04
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PGx5kBVzW69t95C6lZ3ndW5DT2471MLVXcW8b8H2g6zmDt9W4Xh8_86gyBC6W3Dxz9_5FQ5-tW3Cd8rC6TpYzMW1fK1WF8XxXKLW3-_hF12kp9qZW5bj5Y54xJLyNN4xBV_BVBZswVWmcgH45tcJgW9b9myw2JcpJ9W4KB40Z61cjfZW98FYjh8QkQrqW85G3wW8_FqWlW4HzhGh81Td51W16fDFm8JRmK-N2trdg7l3D_LW489zx_7Ds-p6N1lx56wl2WWYW4rVzQp4m_cdMVXMS9l8n3pClW4DhsVc55kwFzW27WfNL819WrqW4gzTWb934QQ6W5DWZ9r12sV_tW2dRkT-23WtbCVLxjq71-kHJMW65Lpb-54Fs4FW6Rjj2B5Q9mKWW77z2ry4673jTW3grmv87Y04K4W1frjbF5BXWWQN5CptXG_y78GN5szZ6lCZ5rWN2XBczHnbb24W2RdRth8GRvBrf7xt1ls04
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PJ03m2nnW95jsWP6lZ3mJVvMJ1k1fbbXXW3Gm6sH8_Cv-nM5W0dFW73XxW77ZTS92lJKZtW67trh38zzZY0N1jXPrxxnCHcN1kNVV4R5N6FW6TQR9976Kgq6W6gvTx729YK8KN3r4-rqF4978W5DLfhL9hgkDsW6NRj_t63bR-KW24dmLx8wNqMxV4dNLg5qHRMHW3hJXyK3Hj_v8W4GMznl3wMr58W404hV_7T_HxpW7vDnjJ1RgPGNW7xVfLw7R4d18W45XwQx7yVL7GW6kL58D5_pnZNW7kqSGg6NlrtCW2TbpMk7tmHxdW5P6DdZ6THWWQVj2GsT5gQXMXW5x1nk26-BHcrW8gX7rL2HyR2SW41JCbB20DWNhW2-YBNR8NkmfkW3ll3k51gHgD8f2Yz-xs04


They Don’t Have a Type: Most people are agnostic about technology

type: in surveys, majorities view wind (63%), solar (72%), and gas (82%)

as reliable sources of energy. While a smaller percentage considers

nuclear reliable (64%), research from Gallup shows support for nuclear is

growing and reaching a near-record high. 

They Want It All: The majority (67%) of Americans want some mix of

clean energy and fossil fuels deployed in their communities. Clean

energy has widespread support, but Americans recognize the critical

role of gas in our energy sector, viewing it as not only reliable and

widespread but, more importantly, affordable. 

Education Matters: When asked in an open-ended question why the US

should invest in clean energy, the plurality (30%) of survey respondents,

particularly non-college-educated men, pointed to environmental

protection. Just 11% said they supported clean energy investments

because they’d lower utility costs. Respondents didn’t make the

connection between clean tech and lower costs on their own.

But when presented with arguments in favor of clean energy,

participants were most responsive to arguments about energy diversity

and affordability. In simple terms, respondents weren’t as familiar with

the costs argument and, therefore, didn’t volunteer it as a reason to

support clean energy investments. When they were educated on the

things clean energy can do in our communities, costs and energy

diversity stood out as the best reasons to build clean energy here in the

US.

What We’re Doing: To help navigate these conversations, Third Way

convened key stakeholders at NYC Climate Week 2025 to discuss the

ongoing affordability crisis, explore opportunities to expand new

technologies, and discuss how policymakers can more effectively respond

and communicate with the public on the topic. These conversations were

https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PHK3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3mcW9hj1hS5GbYFDW35cdfb5pWZcwW8FxV8p9fklm7W10cHHp5QWP3BW4HbQxJ6cDkm9W5_DKc82Y0lnGW3YgvkQ2kn4NTN2tkkmddjnwyW2hxMvS31whdZW9fPs811K-lGpW3gRRYk2SXQCqW2m6zvf6FDB8CVN-hDx7pyX60W5h1HYJ5BdCgLW3PPGbf84RctXW2_7MFm1m25ncW4TkKJg3yhx06W4K3-B31_2BTHW199LV_7LPyDZW3bSVXp5WsRZQW4Y24dD5bHqWsW7DlCJj9cRJkfW10Wz4v2GddskV1tMs5164fZPW7R26dQ61_XWgW1lnVqD8cn1RHW82WpVm4ssGkRW67dtw25MyZl2f4tpzsW04


an important first step, and we’re continuing to test the best ways to move

the dialogue around energy prices and affordability forward.

The clean energy policy conversation is expanding…and so are we! The

Climate and Energy Program is looking for people with talent and a passion

for climate solutions to fill three new roles on our team.

Deputy Director for Electricity

Senior Director of Domestic Policy Ryan Fitzpatrick discusses state-level

solutions to lower energy costs alongside Jacob Finkel with the Office of Governor

Josh Shapiro and Dr. Jonathan Moch with the Office of Governor Josh Stein.

https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PHq3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3prVwMrx-1-51hsW99pFQ_4vz8GsW5-92tf7DKNw-W4cjyXd3qvg-vW9g_WQN4WDFTVW1y8j0N6zSzm4N1zNc_8zss05W1B8M8t7K342XVRggp33LV-w2W4B7Bm38CgP9TW24w5kh8PfxMzW1srGZw2KjcHKW1kg_XR8PSBZqW6dL_md5z39P4W6VCM7V1v-whYW83QtwJ62NsQbW8lM5RP4W9gbMW13l-3m4ZM0xqW4tk8_K6m7gwqW74lGC85dh-ztW3xl1tx703SKSW65ZRqW6RtQNkW5bYrhv7xhdwMW7fPbZG5lwFWVVgyknX1N1zKcW5L198N8Tl5H9f4F0mC-04


Deputy Director for Innovation

Executive Coordinator

David Uberti, in the Wall Street Journal, outlines how the US, by doubling

down on fossil fuels, is losing the clean energy race to China and

surrendering its lead in the economies of the future. 

Justin Worland, in TIME, highlights how financial institutions like

JPMorgan are re-focusing on pragmatic climate finance rather than

sweeping climate pledges and aligning climate goals with investor

incentives rather than purely idealistic goals.  

Lara Lierpoint, on The Green Blueprint podcast, talks with Damian

Beauchamp, president and CEO of 8 Rivers, about the sunk cost dilemma

in clean energy innovation, and how companies navigate tough choices

about adopting more efficient processes after already investing heavily

into existing infrastructure.

https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PH63m2nnW7lCdLW6lZ3nmW6TgGC18kyB-ZW85lVx64WPSxvW3Pb7hh1hzmZdW8jRVlg4kNWzgW6n3CbM3FPTVgW5xcHYS809TNCW6bQ1r97BHC1BW6Q7_BL7Fy6h9W5N43Nq5QYL-fW3QJqLy4s4-QDW3HgW2r64qV9BW32MTmD8w8QBbW7Qm0QN6db24sW1hMGml2gDJQgW3xqWWr7QmqBVW5dqCP71hr8_sW296DF18bY02GN2H6zyDWD629VRzW666zPMjpW2vjn_Z4Lp8-vW5Pz3Hv2cNpsFW6SM3YG63jW3ZW7Bs4-V4YQzMtW2W_wvM4RjnPXf4z3yK004
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PHq3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3kCVPKLj85zVNjhW215pQt1FZRgWW1HdFTF1Bt7BZW8Hn1wY3QjrT1W5P9Yl783CVbYW6Q7M3f5NmjqRW259PNj3RwldjM36RPbt4qkcW11dkZ72HH3wyMLBWJKFMWwcW2WHms02Nw2l5N74wwxhzqrFsN3DkQ-RqlC95W4xbT4V6nM1ZCN8nVpMPD5yQFW6Bh_FL4wcwHjW2CwjC01Jx7TFW8xFBFz53mQPNW8qfLrb5D-3hpW8jvZ0x6QBxQ1W6YC5_01Wl_BQW5744tP19nD6NW1rfsX738qW3-W7f9Xw42gQysTW8G7RZ646JB1kW8FWQSJ5VqHShf3Dqw5K04
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PGR7j7nMW6N2kFb6lZ3kBW4Tm3b32v623cW27d-244qN6jYVf2SM47z8JHzW4QnQFC4P697WW8yqHld3WPCN3N4s537JQbcyrVpPtgv1BGC3HN2ZY99wsCRFVW4FMBqS7dMV2XW3Fjs9y6M3RK8W3XkQQG56xSGtVwlqQQ2xgmQNN82Z_skzsxtfW6cG7f-7xjx2SW5dnH5034FMg4W3_6F9S3D-SvYW2ZnNPp3Y98y3VY_4Km6v4djFW2kl1Wx7M8NzMW4wYZYl8CY4S2W6r7Ssb8NZNL5W7ffGl23fG0tcW93syRp85MNjHW6qTvkZ34HqrpVTBMnd907Y0WW7p4XZG4fRPBfW437X3d57zXjtW101ch49bc3DtW2fQ6bd335BHdW1qDry41_nFnjW2bZwp61fNmTsN8FbN3wn0R83W6jvZZk2B1JqZW6xDfQP8vGpzQW1pF2TX8fBgyNW7l15h0824Gf4W4L_fmM2tXHn0W7sfN7C15g3pXW2vWFp04dPC0BW1tl7mm2c2K0RW83GGqD3wl6HDW2YKwTD8LQv4_W3n0Jts2hwVlTW25Tx5b3824mzW1Gglbr2B3qQtVhNpD-8C9Dr9W3x0gfX6wDSTzW704CkD2Q9CnGW4fC3dt35VxF5W4pbVns6QTDLHW3bpGnx7Z22GkVFkGWv5zRrGsW2n3JpK6D-crpW7NTKcf9ffxKhf1Ts6DY04
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PHq3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3lRW3CDbTh5wk1XgW66VQhk79x_GGW21wTld4XmBnWVk3CS-3J4kR_W7tsb-T83JhzKW8qxzyD2KM_-BW2hGfnl5kxw81W5Bd3dg1jD5bTW4NZlYL4GBJ_0W3bPcwy67KxPYW2C7CSM6TKxRSW5BcgWr6NHxR9W8hTrW54-DSWvMmSkw_gK_ztW7xMbzP8fS45vW9957H22S0MrKW2Bf3tm8W-jKcW5ms78-39YkxcW7mYxWn3PXs0_N2fX9pjQS03cW3jPMSF8K1CTfW6WFv2p3zVKq-W3lcGSp7g63gNW5nZn0W49HgKsW6svjDG25qTRpW4t5NBV1X3P9Qf6gM4GT04
https://d5p5fc04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Z+113/d5P5Fc04/VXfJV-2qZzMYW7Vrx1t7pD6dqW6y9Q695CXLh_N3S9PHK3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3nnN4ZnRZ9rVn66W44f_Qt4JNzSmW6_CHyv5-JVGhN15G-NWH072_W153HLR8r-gC9W8V_pyK96xYYTW6MfDtW2LJhqyW7gwpl03f-04fW7mws8s4X27P3W4gTQDl4kqLqsW4s60qx78G_3mW5kwxBG33S5cpW8n9BFB2MBH5DW5F1_1Y8stTx8W3xrk_857lV9qW78d0Z-7_PxrbVjfCZ71ZgZ4SW4rjmYg21JP4hMSpPpYQzwWzW1mMSMw42RsVvW8pRXgg3Zc5vcW1-MBgm5f5v_3W79z2fp8BKQm9W5D9YrY4Z-tDQW8QHJvx1DJJ6sN4YYz13Pj-s4W2Kd0bP2kl89lW8VwRPV2xZ8-xf93hdFR04
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